
Student voice is a 
catalyst for change.



How can we work with students and partners to 
connect achievement , equity and well-being and 

improve the student experience?

• Students have something to teach us.

• Students are the potential, not the problem.

• Working together is the only way to ensure 
that every student reaches their fullest 
potential. 
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“Giving all children the opportunity to thrive”

The Learning Bar Vision



Global Impact

Worldwide reputation

6300 schools 
worldwide 

7 million students

Largest national 
school survey in 
Canada

225+ active school 
districts in Canada









Trailing vs. Leading Indicators



To measure 
engagement and 
other factors known 
to affect learning 
outcomes, 

Leading 
IndicatorsHow can we use 

OurSCHOOL  

measures to improve 

school experience and 

well-being?



So what have 
we learned…..





We participate more in school SPORTS than school 
CLUBS compared to Canadian students. 



Participate Clubs
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Participate Sports
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1 in every 3 of us feel that we do not have a POSITIVE 
SENSE OF BELONGING in our school.



When students have a sense of belonging 
and purpose at school, they become 
engaged in the learning process and 

recognize the relevance of school to their 
aspirations. 



Sense of Belonging
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Sense of Belonging



We have FEWER POSITIVE FRIENDSHIPS.



Positive Relationships
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Developing an Inquiry Habit of 
Mind

• Data almost never provides answers. 
Instead, using data usually leads to 
more and more focused investigation 
and to better questions.



Building the Bridge Between Data and Results

Innovation and 
SharingPracticeSimplicityPartnerships



An Important Bridge
Student Well-being        Student Engagement         Mental Health

Community Partnerships       School Climate        
Insight from Teachers and Parents  



https://youtu.be/vWeySfpbN9s
https://youtu.be/vWeySfpbN9s


https://youtu.be/vWeySfpbN9s?t=301


Student Participation in Recreation

 OurSCHOOL includes: 
 Participation in School Sports
 Participation in School Clubs
 Moderate and Intense Physical Activity

 NEW in Sask Participation Outside of School:
 Student Participation outside of school
 So far 7 school divisions participating

Together these results provide a fuller picture of student 
participation in school and in the community.
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(2016-17)     7 School Divisions / 10,819 students 
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Participation Highlights: 2016-17
 81% participate outside of school in sport, culture or recreation activity
 55% participate in school sports (Cdn norm 48%)
 37% participate in school clubs (Cdn norm 42%)
 Boys participate more in sports, girls more in clubs
 Aboriginal students and those living in Canada less than 5 years participate 

less
 Participation declines through the high school years
 Physical activity (moderate and intense) close to national norms and 

declines through high school years.



Student Participation in Recreation

 A reliable measure on provincial participation 
levels: inside and outside of school

 Inform planning and policy development in sport, 
culture and recreation 

 Encourage community and school collaborations to 
address barriers 

School Divisions can compare the provincial aggregate results with 
their own division-specific results.





Credit: Estevan Mercury Publications

Cheri Haberstock
Principal, Westview School, South East Cornerstone
Honouree, Canada’s Outstanding Principals 2017

“Haberstock utilizes data from the Tell Them From Me survey
to create goals around academia, student engagement and 
student wellness. It helped lead to the purchase of an inclusive 
playground, the only one of its kind in Estevan, where all 
children can play together.”

— Estevan Mercury, February 3, 2017

Previous open-ended question responses
• “I think that the grade 6-8s should have some sort of play 

equiptment.”
• “I wish that we had some play structures on the 6,7,8 side or 

at least some swings”
• “play ground equipment on the big kids side like swings or 

something”

2016-17
• “I also like how there is a new playground because it used to 

be kind of unsafe.” 

http://www.estevanmercury.ca/news/community-features/cheri-haberstock-one-of-canada-s-top-principals-1.9713581
























There is only one thing worse than doing 
nothing about improving the conditions 
that affect students’ success and well-
being: asking students their opinions 

about those conditions and then doing 
nothing. 



Thank You!
Any questions?

Jacqueline Hagel
Jacqueline.hagel@gov.sk.ca

306-787-9811

Peter Cullen
peter.c@thelearningbar.com

877-840-2424
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mailto:peter.c@thelearningbar.com

