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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  DDiissccllaaiimmeerr  ooff  LLiiaabbiilliittyy  ffoorr  UUssee  ooff  tthhee  DDooccuummeenntt  

  

TThhiiss  PPaarrkkss  aanndd  OOppeenn  SSppaaccee  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  HHaannddbbooookk,,  pprroovviiddeess  aa  ddeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  

pprroocceedduurreess  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  mmaaiinntteennaannccee  aaccttiivviittiieess  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  wwiitthhiinn  ppaarrkk  sseettttiinnggss..  

  

TThhee  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  mmaaiinntteennaannccee  ssttaannddaarrddss  rreeqquuiirreess  tthhee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ooff  bbeesstt  pprraaccttiicceess  wwiitthhiinn  

tthhee  llooccaall  ooppeerraattiioonn  ssyysstteemm..    TToo  aassssiisstt  wwiitthh  tthhee  eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  ssuucchh  ssttaannddaarrddss,,  tthhiiss  

rreessoouurrccee  pprroovviiddeess  gguuiiddeelliinneess  ttoo  aaiidd  ssttaaffff  iinn  aaddddrreessssiinngg  tthheeiirr  ddaaiillyy  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  

ooppeerraattiioonnss..    TThheerree  aarree,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ssiittuuaattiioonnss  wwhheerree  tthhee  ssttaannddaarrddss  oouuttlliinneedd  mmaayy  rreeqquuiirree  

rreevviissiioonn  bbyy  tthhoossee  ssttaaffff  iimmpplleemmeennttiinngg  tthhee  pprroocceedduurree,,  ttoo  bbeesstt  mmeeeett  tthheeiirr  nneeeeddss..    SSppeecciiffiicc  

ssiittee  ccoonnddiittiioonnss,,  ooppeerraattiinngg  bbuuddggeettss,,  aavvaaiillaabbllee  hhuummaann  rreessoouurrcceess,,  aanndd  ccaappaacciittyy  ttoo  ooffffeerr  

ttrraaiinniinngg  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprraaccttiicceess  oouuttlliinneedd  iinn  tthhiiss  ddooccuummeenntt  mmaayy  wwaarrrraanntt  aalltteerraattiioonnss  

ttoo  tthhee  pprroocceedduurreess..  

  

AAnnyyoonnee  mmaakkiinngg  uussee  ooff  tthhiiss  ddooccuummeenntt  iiss  aaddvviisseedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  SSaasskkaattcchheewwaann  PPaarrkkss  aanndd  

RReeccrreeaattiioonn  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhoossee  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  iittss  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ddiissccllaaiimm  lliiaabbiilliittyy  ffoorr  

aannyy  ccllaaiimmss,,  aaccttiioonnss,,  ddeemmaannddss  oorr  ssuuiittss  wwhhiicchh  mmaayy  aarriissee  bbyy  rreeaassoonn  ooff  aannyy  rreeaassoonn  ooff  aannyy  

ppeerrssoonn  rreellyyiinngg  oonn  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccoonnttaaiinneedd  iinn  tthhiiss  ddooccuummeenntt..  

  

  

AAcckknnoowwlleeddggmmeennttss  

  

TThhiiss  rreessoouurrccee  wwaass  pprroodduucceedd  aanndd  ddeevveellooppeedd  bbyy  AAHHzz  LLeeaarrnniinngg  TTeecchhnnoollooggiieess  IInncc..  iinn  

ccoonnssuullttaattiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  RReeggiinnaa..    TThheessee  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  hhaavvee  ggeenneerroouussllyy  pprroovviiddeedd  

SSaasskkaattcchheewwaann  PPaarrkkss  aanndd  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  tthhee  rriigghhttss  ttoo  mmooddiiffyy  aanndd  ddiissttrriibbuuttee  tthhiiss  

mmaatteerriiaall  ttoo  iittss  mmeemmbbeerrss..  

  

  
For customization or development of specific modules for your organization contact: 
AHz Learning Technologies Inc. 
2152 Scarth Street 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4P 2H6   
Telephone: 1-306-543-7445 
Email: aahhzz@@aahhzzlleeaarrnniinngg..ccoomm 
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TTuurrff  RReessttoorraattiioonn  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
  

“Mister,” came from a small 

voice behind me, “Why are 

you throwing that dirt on the 

grass?” 

Before even turning around I 

guessed to myself that it was 

the young boy I had seen 

playing on the slide a few 

yards from where we were 

working.  We had caught his 

eye the minute we drove up 

onto the grass and he had been watching us intently.  “My mom says that the dirt 

belongs in the flowerbeds.”  I chuckled to myself as I turned around to see that it was 

the boy I suspected. “What’s your name son?” I asked.  “Robert” he said, as he took a 

few more steps closer.  I glanced over at his mother who was not far away, enjoying 

some afternoon sun on the swings, with Robert’s baby sister.  She called to Robert not 

to bother us but I waved to her and said he was fine. 

 

“Well, tell me why you are throwing 

dirt on the grass?” Robert asked with 

authority.  I had children myself and I 

knew that he was in the ‘why’ stage of 

his life.  I smiled at him and told him I 

would do better than that, I would 

show him why. 
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I began to walk around the area that we were top dressing and Robert followed.  I 

explained to him the park had recently had irrigation installed and the ground was still 

settling where the pipes had been dug in.  The crew was restoring and leveling the 

grass so children wouldn’t fall and hurt themselves while they ran and played in the 

park.  That’s why we add a layer of soil mixture and grass seed to certain areas. 

 

By the time I was done giving Robert an explanation, my co-workers had the area 

prepared and Robert was able to lend a hand in helping us spread the grass seed.  He 

was thrilled that he was able to help.  We began to load up our equipment and Robert 

ran over to his mother.  I could hear him telling his mother about top dressing and as I 

pulled away from the site I heard him exclaim, “You can throw dirt on the grass mom!” 
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TTuurrff  RReessttoorraattiioonn  OOvveerrvviieeww  

 

Turf restoration is when you have an 

area that has sunken or been damaged.  

By adding a special soil mixture and 

some grass seed you level out the 

bumps and hollows in the uneven areas 

and at the same time encourage new 

growth.  The ground may have become 

sunken for a number of different 

reasons such as: decaying tree stumps, 

recently installed pipes for irrigation; even winter freezing and thawing will cause the 

ground to settle in a particular spot and will require some turf restoration.   

In the larger, more established parks, the crew is able to drive the truck right on site, but 

in smaller parks, use the Turf Truck or possibly a wheelbarrow to carry the soil mixture 

and equipment. 

 

Material and Tools Required to Perform Turf Restoration 

� Soil Mix 

� Grass Seed 

� Landscape Rakes 

� Shovel 
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YYoouurr  DDaayy  BBeeggiinnss……  
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SSaaffeettyy  EEqquuiippmmeenntt  OOvveerrvviieeww  

From your past experience you know the importance of wearing the correct clothing and 

safety equipment.  You recall the standard safety gear used by Parks and Open Space 

Management workers. 

 

As well, you know there are a number of pieces of safety equipment required when 

using the Turf Truck and other equipment. 
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SStteeppss  ttoo  RReessttoorriinngg  TTuurrff  

  
Here are the steps you follow when performing turf restoration: 

 

1. Prepare the site by raking and removing any loose dirt lumps, rocks, and twigs. 

 

 

2. Fill in the area with the soil mixture 

using a shovel.  If the area is large 

enough, you may dump the soil 

mixture directly from the Turf Truck 

or wheelbarrow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Pack down the newly added soil 

mix using your feet. 
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Steps to Restoring Turf Continued… 

 

4. To give the ground a more natural 

appearance, feather the soil mix into 

the surrounding grass using your 

rake.  You can use the back of the 

rake to level any uneven soil. 

 

 

 

 

 

5. On smaller areas sprinkle the grass 

seed by hand and on the larger areas 

use a hand broad caster and apply a 

light, even seed cover. 
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Steps to Restoring Turf Continued… 

 

6. Rake the seed lightly into the top ¼” of soil.  

This will help keep the seed from being 

blown away in the wind.  
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AAtt  tthhee  EEnndd  ooff  tthhee  DDaayy  

 

At the end of the day your thoughts go back to the little boy you met this afternoon while 

you were top dressing some areas.  Once again you chuckle to yourself when you think 

about the dirt belonging in the flowerbeds and not on grass. 

 

You also learnt from Robert that he had just moved to the area and it was his first time 

at the park…a smile plays on your lips…you are certain it won’t be his last.  
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Turf Restoration Turf Restoration Turf Restoration Turf Restoration –––– Job Aid  Job Aid  Job Aid  Job Aid     

Turf Truck Maintenance and OperationTurf Truck Maintenance and OperationTurf Truck Maintenance and OperationTurf Truck Maintenance and Operation 

 

Maintenance 

� Check the oil level daily and make sure it’s full. 

� Check the fuel level and ensure it’s full. 

� Check to see if the air filters are clean.  Tap it lightly against a hard surface to remove any 
dust. 

 

Operation 

� When starting the vehicle ensure the vehicle is in neutral with the park brake on. 

� Never leave the keys in an unattended vehicle. 

� Never leave the Turf Truck unattended. 
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Turf Restoration Turf Restoration Turf Restoration Turf Restoration –––– Job Aid  Job Aid  Job Aid  Job Aid 

ProceduresProceduresProceduresProcedures    

 

Task:    
To maintain park and city spaces by restoring turf in areas where the ground is sunken 
or bare. 

 

Tools and Equipment:  

� Turf Truck or Wheelbarrow 

� Soil Mix, Grass Seed 

� Landscape Rakes, Shovel 

 

Safety Gear Required:  

� Leather gloves 

� Safety footwear 

 

Procedural Tips for Turf Restoration:   

� Prepare the site by removing any loose dirt lumps, rocks and twigs. 

� Fill in the area with the soil mixture using a shovel.  If the area is large 
enough, you may dump the soil mixture directly from the wheelbarrow or Turf 
Truck. 

� Pack down the soil with your feet. 

� Give the ground a more natural appearance by feathering the soil into the 
surrounding grass using your rake. 

� If it is a smaller area, distribute the grass seed by hand and if it is a larger 
area use a hand-held broadcaster and apply a light, even seed cover. 

� Rake the seed lightly into the top ¼” of soil to help ensure the grass seed 
won’t be blown away by the wind. 

 

Remember:  For safety’s sake, if you set the rake down ensure the teeth are 
turned towards the ground. 

 

 


